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This lesson is flexible and very much depends on the age and previous learning of the pupils. Much of this is related to practical aspects of measuring perimeter rather than calculating perimeter. 

Explain or remind children what perimeter is – that it is in effect the distance around a shape. Use PowerPoint if necessary – showing simple examples.

Relate to the context of walls around fields, and how this distance (perimeter) would be important if trying to work out how much material would be needed, or time would be taken to build a wall. 

Activities can vary according to age, experience, ability etc of children.  

Example Activities

Ask children to build a three (or more) field set of walls from Lego (or other material). They then measure the approximate length of each wall in cm and work out perimeter of each field.

Use the accompanying worksheet of numbered fields. Ask children to choose some fields (number chosen depends on ability etc) and measure perimeter. If they have done the colour mixing art lesson, then their field picture from this could be used instead of the worksheet. 

Use the accompanying worksheet of animals. Ask children to draw straight lines to separate the animals and measure the perimeter of each field – they could then total the walls needed. More able/practical could use curved walls and use string to measure the perimeter. 

Extension tasks could include asking the children to scale up their centimetre measured walls into metres. They could be given an amount of stone needed to build the wall eg 1m of 1.25m high wall needs 1 tonne of stone, and be asked to calculate how many tonnes of stone would be needed. They could also be given costs of stone, hours taken to build a metre of wall and hourly labour costs etc, to build this lesson into real-life problem solving activity.
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